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NIXON   ADMINISTRATION
Richard Nixon was the 37th President of the United 

States. He served from 1969-1974.
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The Vietnam War took place in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from 1955-
1975. The North Vietnamese army was supported by the Soviet Union and 

China, and the South Vietnamese army was supported by the United States, 
South Korea, Australia, and Thailand.

VIETNAM   WAR
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WATERGATE   

SCANDAL

The Watergate scandal was a major political 
scandal that took place in the early 1970s 

following a break-in by five men at the 
Democratic National Committee headquarters in 

Washington, D.C. The Nixon administration 
attempted to cover up it involvement.
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1973   OIL   CRISIS
The 1973 oil crisis began in October 1973 when members of 
OPEC proclaimed an oil embargo targeted at nations they 

perceived were supporting Israel during the Yom Kippur War.
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Detente   with   Ussr
Détente is the easing of strained relations. Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford called 
for a détente with the Soviet Union to “thaw out” or “un-freeze” the American 

relationship with the Soviet Union. This occurred at a period roughly in the middle 
of the Cold War.

RED
TELEPHONE



Three   mile   

island   

accident

The Three Mile Island accident occurred on 
March 28, 1979 at the Three Mile Island 

Nuclear Generating Station in Pennsylvania. It 
was the most significant accident at a US 

nuclear power plant in history.

©
2
0
17

 A
 P

a
g
e
 O

u
t 

o
f 

H
is

to
ry

accident
Emergency   

declared

evacuation

cleanup

Health   effects



The Second Cold War refers to a renewed state of military and 
political tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.

Second   cold   war
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Ford   administration
Gerald Ford was the 38th President of the United 

States. He served from 1974-1977.
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Carter
administration

Jimmy Carter was the 39th

President of the United States. He 
served from 1977-1981.
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The Panama Canal Treaties were signed by the United States and 
Panama on September 7, 1977. They mandated that Panama could 

gain control of the Panama Canal after 1999.

Panama   canal   treaties
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Iran   hostage   crisis
The Iran hostage crisis was a diplomatic standoff between 

Iran and the United States due to fifty-two American 
diplomats and citizens being held hostage for 444 days in Iran.
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Raegan
administration

Ronald Reagan was the 40th

President of the United States. He 
served from 1981-1989.
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Suggested   Answer   Key
Vocab

• Stagflation - Persistent high inflation combined with high unemployment and stagnant demand in a 
country's economy.

• Environmental Protection Agency - An agency of the US federal government responsible for 
conducting environmental assessment, research, and education to create and enforce standards 
and laws to promote the health of individuals and the environment.  Founded by Richard Nixon.

• Department of Energy - Department of the US government concerned with the policies regarding 
energy and safety in handling nuclear material.  Founded by Jimmy Carter.

• Pentagon papers - A top-secret Department of Defense study of U.S. political and military 
involvement in Vietnam from 1945 to 1967. Military analyst Daniel Ellsberg, who had worked on the 
study, photocopied the report.  In March 1971, he gave the copy to The New York Times, which 
then published a series of scathing articles based on the report’s most damning secrets.

• Watergate - A major political scandal that occurred in the US during the early 1970s, following a 
break-in by five men at the Democratic National Committee (DNC) headquarters at the 
Watergate office complex in Washington, D.C. on June 17, 1972, and President Richard Nixon's 
administration's subsequent attempt to cover up its involvement.

• Yom Kippur War - A war fought by a coalition of Arab states led by Egypt and Syria against 
Israel from October 6 to 25, 1973. The fighting mostly took place in the Sinai and the Golan 
Heights, territories that had been occupied by Israel since the Six-Day War of 1967. Both the 
United States and the Soviet Union initiated massive resupply efforts to their respective allies 
during the war, and this led to a near-confrontation between the two nuclear superpowers.

• Viet Cong - Also known as the National Liberation Front.  A communist political organization in 
South Vietnam with its own army – the People's Liberation Armed Forces of South Vietnam 
(PLAF) – in South Vietnam and Cambodia that fought against the United States and South 
Vietnamese governments during the Vietnam War, eventually emerging on the winning side. 

• New Federalism - A political philosophy of devolution, or the transfer of certain powers from the 
United States federal government back to the states.

• War on Drugs - The US government's campaign of prohibition of drugs, military aid, and military 
intervention, with the stated aim being to reduce the illegal drug trade.

• Equal Rights Amendment - A proposed amendment to the US Constitution designed to guarantee 
equal rights for all citizens regardless of gender.  First introduced in Congress in 1923.

• Camp David Accords - Agreements between Israel and Egypt signed on September 17, 1978, that 
led in the following year to a peace treaty between those two countries, the first such treaty 
between Israel and any of its Arab neighbors.

• Détente – an easing of relations between the U.S. and the Soviet Union which began in 1971 when 
Nixon visited Moscow and the SALT talks took place. It ended in 1979 when the Soviet Union 
invaded Afghanistan.
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
Nixon Administration

• Foreign Policy - Participated in the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) with Soviet Secretary 
General Brezhnev.  Signed the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty, helping to calm U.S.-Soviet 
tensions by curtailing the threat of nuclear weapon.  First President to visit the People’s Republic 
of China, where he issued the Shanghai Communiquè, announcing a desire for open, normalized 
relations. Signed the Paris Peace Accords, ending U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.  
Announced a groundbreaking foreign policy doctrine that called for the United States to act 
within its national interest and keep all existing treaty commitments with its allies.  Established a 
new relationship with the Middle East, eliminating Soviet dominance in the region.  Initiated Project 
Independence, which set a timetable to end reliance on foreign oil by 1980.

• Domestic Policy - Ended the draft.  Founded the EPA.  Donated $100 million to begin the war on 
cancer.  Signed a civil rights law preventing gender bias at colleges and universities receiving 
Federal aid.  Oversaw desegregation of southern schools.  Lowered voting age from 21 to 18.

• Space Policy - Mandated that the space program should be treated as just one of many 
domestic government programs competing for limited resources.  Reevaluated NASA’s 
operational budget and priorities.  Directed that NASA commence its Space Shuttle program. 
Reelection - In 1972, he ran against George McGovern.  Nixon carried all states but 
Massachusetts, taking 97 percent of the electoral votes.

Vietnam War
• Before Nixon - When Richard Nixon became President in 1969, the US had been engaged in 

combat in Vietnam for almost four years. It had so far resulted in the loss of more than 30,000 
American and countless Vietnamese lives.

• Nixon Doctrine - Declared the United States would honor all of its treaty commitments in Asia, 
but "as far as the problems of international security are concerned...the United States is going to 
encourage and has a right to expect that this problem will increasingly be handled by, and the 
responsibility for it taken by, the Asian nations themselves.”

• U.S. opposition - Anti-war demonstrations began in 1964 against the escalating role of the U.S. 
military in the Vietnam War and grew into a broad social movement over the ensuing several 
years. Their actions consisted mainly of peaceful, nonviolent events; few events were deliberately 
provocative and violent. By 1967, according to Gallup Polls, an increasing majority of Americans 
considered US military involvement in Vietnam to be a mistake

• Paris Peace Accords - A peace treaty signed on January 27, 1973 to establish peace in Vietnam 
and end the Vietnam War. The treaty included the governments of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam (North Vietnam), the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam), and the United States, as well 
as the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) that represented indigenous South 
Vietnamese revolutionaries. It ended direct U.S. military combat, and temporarily stopped the 
fighting between North and South Vietnam. The agreement was not ratified by the United States 
Senate.
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
Watergate Scandal

• Wiretaps - In May 1972, members of Nixon’s Committee to Re-Elect the President broke into the 
Democratic National Committee’s Watergate headquarters, stole copies of top-secret 
documents and bugged the office’s phones.  The wiretaps failed to work properly, however, so 
on June 17 a group of five men returned to the Watergate building. As the prowlers were 
preparing to break into the office with a new microphone, a security guard called the police, who 
arrived just in time to catch the spies red-handed.  

• Cover-ups - A few days after the Watergate headquarters break-in, Nixon arranged to provide 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in “hush money” to the burglars. In August, Nixon gave a speech 
in which he swore that his White House staff was not involved in the break-in. Nixon and his aides 
hatched a plan to instruct the CIA to impede the FBI’s investigation of the crime. Saturday Night 
Massacre - When independent special prosecutor named Archibald Cox refused to stop asking 
for copies of taped conversations recorded in the Oval Office, Nixon ordered that he be fired on 
October 20, 1973.

• Impeachment - In July 1974, the Supreme Court ordered Nixon to turn over asking for copies of 
taped conversations recorded in the Oval Office. While the president dragged his feet, the House 
of Representatives voted to impeach Nixon for obstruction of justice, abuse of power, criminal 
cover-up and several violations of the Constitution.

• Smoking Gun tape - One of those tapes released by Nixon was the so-called "smoking gun" tape, 
from June 23, 1972, six days after the Watergate break-in. In that tape, Nixon agrees that 
administration officials should approach the Director and Deputy Director of the CIA and and
ask them to request Acting Director of the FBI to halt the investigation into the Watergate 
break-in on the grounds that it was a national security matter. The special prosecutor felt that 
Nixon, in so agreeing, had entered into a criminal conspiracy whose goal was the obstruction of 
justice. 

• Releasing the tapes - Once the "smoking gun" tape was made public on August 5, 1974, Nixon's 
political support practically vanished. The ten Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee 
who had voted against impeachment in committee announced that they would now vote for 
impeachment once the matter reached the House floor.

• Resignation - In the face of almost certain impeachment by Congress, Nixon resigned in disgrace 
on August 8, and left office the following day.

• Pardon - After Vice President Gerald Ford was sworn in as president, he pardoned Nixon for any 
crimes he had committed while in office.

1973 Oil Crisis
• OPEC - Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, an intergovernmental organization 

founded in 1960 in Baghdad by the first five members (Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela), and headquartered since 1965 in Vienna.  It was established to coordinate the 
petroleum policies of its members and to provide member states with technical and economic 
aid.

• Background - On October 6, 1973, Syria and Egypt, with support from other Arab nations, 
launched a surprise attack on Israel, on Yom Kippur. This renewal of hostilities in the Arab–Israeli 
conflict released the underlying economic pressure on oil prices. 
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
1973 Oil Crisis cont

• Embargo - In response to American aid to Israel, on October 16, 1973, OPEC raised the posted 
price of oil by 70%.  The following day, oil ministers agreed to the embargo, a cut in production 
by five percent from September's output and to continue to cut production in five percent 
monthly increments until their economic and political objectives were met.

• Effects - The oil-exporting nations began to accumulate vast wealth.  Scarcity was addressed by 
rationing. Motorists faced long lines at gas stations beginning in summer 1972 and increasing by 
summer 1973.  The energy crisis led to greater interest in renewable energy, nuclear power and 
domestic fossil fuels.  It also reduced the demand for large cars.

• Decline of OPEC - Its own member nations were divided. Saudi Arabia, increased production, 
pushing prices down, shrinking or eliminating profits for high-cost producers.  OPEC had 
underestimated the extent to which conservation and other sources of supply would eventually 
reduce demand. The drop in prices presented a serious problem for oil-exporting countries in 
northern Europe and the Persian Gulf. When reduced demand and increased production glutted 
the world market in the mid-1980s, oil prices plummeted and the cartel lost its unity. Mexico (a 
non-member), Nigeria, and Venezuela, whose economies had expanded in the 1970s, faced near-
bankruptcy, and even Saudi Arabian economic power was significantly weakened. The divisions 
within OPEC made concerted action more difficult.

Detente with USSR
• Red Telephone - After the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, the two superpowers agreed to install a 

direct hotline between Washington D.C. and Moscow (the so-called red telephone), enabling 
leaders of both countries to quickly interact with each other in a time of urgency, and reduce the 
chances that future crises could escalate into an all-out war. 

• SALT I - Signed on May 26, 1972. It froze the number of strategic ballistic missile launchers at 
existing levels and provided for the addition of new submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) 
launchers only after the same number of older intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) and SLBM 
launchers had been dismantled.  It also limited land-based ICBMs that were in range from the 
northeastern border of the continental United States to the northwestern border of the 
continental USSR.  It also limited the number of SLBM capable submarines that NATO and the 
United States could operate to 50 with a maximum of 800 SLBM launchers between them. If the 
United States or NATO were to increase that number, the USSR could respond with increasing 
their arsenal by the same amount.

• SALT II - a series of talks between United States and Soviet negotiators from 1972 to 1979 
which sought to curtail the manufacture of strategic nuclear weapons. It was a continuation of 
the SALT I talks and was led by representatives from both countries.

• Helsinki Accords - The final act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe held 
in Finlandia Hall of Helsinki, Finland, during July and August 1975. Thirty-five states, including the 
US, Canada, and all European states except Albania and Andorra, signed the declaration in an 
attempt to improve relations between the Communist bloc and the West. The Helsinki Accords, 
however, were not binding as they did not have treaty status.

• End of Detente - Détente ended after the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, which led to the 
United States boycott of the 1980 Olympics in Moscow. Ronald Reagan's election as president in 
1980, based in large part on an anti-détente campaign, marked the close of détente and a return 
to Cold War tensions.
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
Three Mile Island accident

• Accident - The most significant accident in U.S. commercial nuclear power plant history, which 
took place on March 28, 1979. The accident began with failures in the non-nuclear secondary 
system, followed by a stuck-open pilot-operated relief valve in the primary system, which allowed 
large amounts of nuclear reactor coolant to escape. The mechanical failures were compounded 
by the initial failure of plant operators to recognize the situation as a loss-of-coolant accident 
due to inadequate training and human factors, such as human-computer interaction design 
oversights relating to ambiguous control room indicators in the power plant's user interface.  The 
partial meltdown resulted in the release of radioactive gases and radioactive iodine into the 
environment. 

• Emergency declared - At 6:57 am, a plant supervisor declared a site area emergency, and less 
than 30 minutes later station manager announced a general emergency having the "potential for 
serious radiological consequences" to the general public.  On the third day following the accident, 
a hydrogen bubble was discovered in the dome of the pressure vessel, and became the focus of 
concern. A hydrogen explosion might not only breach the pressure vessel, but, depending on its 
magnitude, might compromise the integrity of the containment vessel leading to large-scale 
release of radioactive material. However, it was determined that there was no oxygen present in 
the pressure vessel, a prerequisite for hydrogen to burn or explode. Immediate steps were taken 
to reduce the hydrogen bubble, and by the following day it was significantly smaller. Over the 
next week, steam and hydrogen were removed from the reactor using a catalytic recombiner 
and, controversially, by venting straight to the atmosphere.

• Evacuation - Twenty-eight hours after the accident began, the lieutenant governor appeared at 
a news briefing to say that Metropolitan Edison, the plant's owner, had assured the state that 
"everything is under control".  Later that day, he changed his statement, saying that the situation 
was "more complex than the company first led us to believe." There were conflicting statements 
about radioactivity releases.  Schools were closed and residents were urged to stay indoors.  The 
Governor advised the evacuation of pregnant women and pre-school age children within a five-
mile radius of the facility.  The evacuation zone was extended to a 20-mile radius on Friday, 
March 30.  Within days, 140,000 people had left the area.  More than half of the 663,500 
population within the 20-mile radius remained in that area.

• Cleanup - Cleanup started in August 1979 and officially ended in December 1993, with a total 
cleanup cost of about $1 billion.  In 1988, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission announced that, 
although it was possible to further decontaminate the Unit 2 site, the remaining radioactivity had 
been sufficiently contained as to pose no threat to public health and safety. 

• Health effects - The average radiation dose to people living within ten miles of the plant was 
about equal to a chest x-ray and about a third of the average background level of radiation 
received by US residents in a year.  Early scientific publications on the health effects of the 
fallout estimated no additional cancer deaths in the 10-mile area around the facility.  A variety of 
epidemiology studies have concluded that the accident had no observable long term health 
effects.
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Second Cold War

• Soviet War in Afghanistan - December 1979 to February 1989.  Insurgent groups known as the 
mujahideen fought against the Soviet Army and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
government, mostly in the country's rural countryside. The mujahideen groups were backed by 
the United States and Pakistan.  Between 562,000 and 2,000,000 civilians were killed, and millions 
of Afghans fled the country as refugees, mostly to Pakistan and Iran.

• Reagan and Thatcher - President Reagan and British Prime Minister Thatcher were diplomatic 
partners and also shared a public friendship.  They both believed that building the West's military 
strength was the key to containing the Soviet Union and then forcing the Kremlin to negotiate.  
Thatcher identified a Soviet politician who understood that his country could not win the Cold 
War. Mikhail Gorbachev visited Britain in December 1984 and she gave him her seal of approval.  
Six months later, he took over the Kremlin with the aim of ending the Cold War. Gorbachev and 
Reagan negotiated the disarmament treaties that ended more than four decades of 
confrontation.

• Military and economic issues - In the late 1970s and early 1980s, tensions greatly increased with 
both sides becoming more militaristic.  Moscow had built up a military that consumed as much as 
25% of the gross national product at the expense of consumer goods and investment in civilian 
sectors.  By the early 1980s, the USSR had built up a military arsenal and army surpassing that 
of the United States. Soon after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, president Carter began 
massively building up the US military and this was accelerated by the Reagan administration.  The 
Soviet Union did not respond by further building its military, because the enormous military 
expenses were already a heavy burden for the Soviet economy. 

Ford Administration
• Nixon Pardon - On September 8, 1974, Ford issued Proclamation 4311, which gave Nixon a full and 

unconditional pardon for any crimes he might have committed against the United States while 
President.  Critics derided the move and said a "corrupt bargain" had been struck between the 
men and Ford's pardon was granted in exchange for Nixon's resignation, which had elevated Ford 
to the presidency. Ford's first press secretary resigned his post in protest after the pardon. 
Historians believe the controversy was one of the major reasons Ford lost the election in 1976, an 
observation with which Ford agreed.

• Domestic Affairs - Conditional amnesty program for Vietnam War draft dodgers and for military 
deserters.  Created Whip Inflation Now (WIN) project.  Used veto power 66 times.  Signed the 
Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975. 

• Foreign Affairs - Continued Nixon's détente policy.  Signed Helsinki Agreement.  End of the 
Vietnam war.  Mayaguez incident in May 1975. Panmunjom incident in 1976.  Indonesian invasion of 
East Timor.
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
Ford Administration cont

• Assassination Attempts - He had two assassination attempts. First was on September 5, 1975, 
Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme, a follower of Charles Manson, attempted to shoot Ford with a 
handgun but the gun was deflected by a secret service agent.  She was convicted of attempted 
assassination of the President and was sentenced to life in prison and then was paroled on 
August 14, 2009.  Second attempt was 17 days after first attempt.  As he left the St. Francis 
Hotel in downtown San Francisco, Sara Jane Moore fired a single round at Ford but missed. 
Before she fired a second round, retired Marine grabbed at the gun and deflected her shot.  The 
bullet struck a wall about six inches above and to the right of Ford's head, then ricocheted and 
hit a taxi driver, who was slightly wounded. Moore was later sentenced to life in prison. She was 
paroled on December 31, 2007, after serving 32 years.

Carter Administration
• Domestic Policy - Pardoned all evaders of the Vietnam War drafts. Established the Department 

of Energy and the Department of Education.  Established a national energy policy that included 
conservation, price control, and new technology.  On the economic front he confronted 
persistent "stagflation", a combination of high inflation, high unemployment and slow growth. 
Reinstated the draft.

• Foreign Policy - Pursued the Camp David Accords, the Panama Canal Treaties, the second round 
of Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT II), and the return of the Panama Canal Zone to 
Panama. Unsuccessful in handling the 1979–1981 Iran hostage crisis.  In response to the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, Carter ended détente, escalated the Cold War, and led the international 
boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow.

• 1980 Presidential Campaign - Carter's campaign for reelection in 1980 was one of the most least 
successful in history, partially due to the bad state of the economy and the Iran hostage crisis.  
Carter was defeated by Ronald Reagan in a landslide, and the Senate went Republican for the 
first time since 1952.

Panama Canal Treaties
• Background - On January 9, 1964, Panamanian students entered the canal zone to fly the 

Panamanian flag next to the American flag.  They were harassed by Americans and the 
Panamanian flag was torn.  Rioting ensued and Panama broke off diplomatic relations with the 
US.  President of Panama declared that Panama would not re-establish diplomatic ties with the 
United States until the U.S. agreed to begin negotiations on a new treaty. On April 3, 1964, both 
countries agreed to resumption of diplomatic relations.  Negotiations took place over the next 
few years but nothing was ratified at the time.  Negotiations resumed in 1977.

• Ratification - Both treaties were subsequently ratified in Panama by a two-thirds vote in a 
referendum held on October 23, 1977. The US Senate advised and consented to ratification of 
the first treaty on March 16, 1978 and to the second treaty on April 18 by identical 68 to 32 
margins. 

• Criticism - Treaties viewed by some as the surrender of a strategic American asset to a hostile 
government. In the year preceding the final transfer of canal assets there was an effort in the 
US Congress to declare the treaties null and void. Despite the fact that the pullout of the United 
States is now complete, there are still organizations that urge the United States to declare the 
treaty null and void.
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Suggested   Answer   Key   CONT.
Panama Canal Treaties cont

• Implementation - The treaty laid out a timetable for the transfer of the canal, leading to a 
complete handover of all lands and buildings in the canal area to Panama.  On the day the treaty 
took effect, most of the land within the former Canal Zone transferred to Panama. However, the 
treaty set aside many Canal Zone areas and facilities for transfer during the following 20 years. 
The final phase of the treaty was completed on December 31, 1999. On this date, the United 
States relinquished control of the Panama Canal and all areas in what had been the Panama 
Canal Zone.

Iran Hostage Crisis
• Background - After his overthrow in 1979, the Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was purportedly 

admitted to the United States for cancer treatment. Iran demanded that he be returned to 
stand trial. He was accused of committing crimes against Iranian citizens with the help of his 
secret police. Iranians saw granting him asylum as American complicity in those atrocities. The 
Americans saw the hostage-taking as an egregious violation of the principles of international law, 
which granted diplomats immunity from arrest and made diplomatic compounds inviolable

• Rescue Attempts - Diplomatic negotiations failed to win release for the hostages. President 
Jimmy Carter ordered the US military to attempt a rescue operation using warships that were 
patrolling the waters near Iran. On April 24, 1980, an attempt known as Operation Eagle Claw 
failed, resulting in the accidental deaths of eight American servicemen and one Iranian civilian, as 
well as the destruction of two helicopters. A second rescue attempt was planned but never 
carried out.

• 444-day crisis - The hostages were initially held at the embassy, but after the failed rescue 
mission, they were scattered around Iran to make a single rescue impossible.  Iranian 
propaganda stated that the hostages were “guests” and were treated with respect. The 
hostages described beatings, theft, and fear of bodily harm.  All of the hostages were threatened 
repeatedly with execution.  One hostage went on a hunger strike, and another attempted suicide.   
The hostages were formally released into United States custody the day after the signing of the 
Algiers Accords, just minutes after Ronald Reagan was sworn into office.  As the hostages were 
taken to the aircraft that would fly them out of Tehran, they were led through a gauntlet of 
students forming parallel lines and shouting, “death to America”. 

• Aftermath - The crisis was a major factor in the downfall of Jimmy Carter’s presidency and his 
landslide loss in the 1980 presidential election.  In Iran, it strengthened the prestige of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini and the political power of theocrats who opposed any normalization of 
relations with the West.  The crisis also led to the United States’ economic sanctions against Iran.
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Reagan Administration

• Major legislation - Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.  Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act 
of 1982.  Job Training Partnership Act of 1982.  Garn–St. Germain Depository Institutions Act.  
Nuclear Waste Policy Act.  Social Security Amendments of 1983.  National Minimum Drinking Age 
Act.  Deficit Reduction Act of 1984.  Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act.  
Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984.  Trade and Tariff Act of 1984.  Gramm–Rudman–
Hollings Balanced Budget Act.  Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985.  Firearm 
Owners Protection Act.  Federal Employees Retirement System.  Goldwater–Nichols Act.  
Surface Freight Forwarder Deregulation Act of 1986.  Tax Reform Act of 1986.  Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986.  McKinney–Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988.  Omnibus Foreign Trade and Competitiveness Act.  Family Support Act.  Undetectable 
Firearms Act.  

• Domestic policy - "Reaganomics" advocated tax rate reduction to spur economic growth, 
economic deregulation, and reduction in government spending. He spurred the War on Drugs and 
fought public sector labor.

• Foreign policy - He transitioned Cold War policy from détente to rollback by escalating an arms 
race with the USSR while engaging in talks with Gorbachev. The talks culminated in the INF 
Treaty, which shrunk both countries' nuclear arsenals

• Reagan Doctrine - A strategy implemented by the US to overwhelm the global influence of the 
Soviet Union in an attempt to end the Cold War. The doctrine was the centerpiece of US foreign 
policy from the early 1980s until the end of the Cold War in 1991.  The US provided overt and 
covert aid to anti-communist guerrillas and resistance movements in an effort to "roll back" 
Soviet-backed communist governments in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The doctrine was 
designed to diminish Soviet influence in these regions as part of the administration's overall 
strategy to end the Cold War.

• Fall of the Berlin Wall - On June 12, 1987, in a speech delivered from the Brandenburg Gate in 
West Germany, President Reagan called on Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall.  The 
fall of the wall began the evening of November 9, 1989,  and continued over the following days 
and weeks.  The fall of the Wall marked the first critical step towards German reunification, 
which formally concluded on October 3, 1990 with the dissolution of East Germany and the 
official reunification of the German state.

• Assassination attempt - On March 30, 1981, President Reagan was shot by John Hinckley Jr. in 
Washington, D.C.  Reagan was shot in the chest, just below the left underarm. He suffered a 
punctured lung and heavy internal bleeding, but prompt medical attention allowed him to recover 
quickly. White House Press Secretary James Brady received a gunshot wound to the head, which 
left him paralyzed. Secret Service agent Tim McCarthy and Washington D.C. police officer 
Thomas Delahanty were also wounded in the shooting.
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